In fact the ability of ignorance to injure is unlimited, while the power of knowledge to repair is confined within very narrow bounds.
The chemist's aid is also needed by the dentist in his plate work. The theory of alloys, the amount of silver or base metal which it is advisable to introduce into the gold with which platework is to be done, must be known by the skillful artificer. But the mechanical dentist does not use pure gold in his operations. His gold, for these purposes, as well as his silver, is generally obtained from coin. This is an alloy perpetually varying with the price of labor, the relative value of the metals composing it, the caprice of assayers, the skill of mint-masters, and the honesty of governments. The coinage of a nation in any given year, however, is generally uniform, so that the chemist's aid is needed again by the dentist in this particular, to inform him of the exact composition of the coinage of different years and nations. Again, these metals are of variable volatility, escaping into the atmosphere at different degrees of heat.
To get an alloy, therefore, which shall be uniform, allowance must be made for the volatilization of the components of the metallic bath, a task of some difficulty and requiring no little familiarity with metallurgic operations. very well the exquisite delicacy and gradation of tint, which the chemist has rendered possible to the artist. The dentist must apply the same principles, which have led to such beautiful results in the porcelain manufacture, to the production of the faint tints, and the blending of colors which shall correctly counterfeit the hues of healthy teeth and gums. The proper fluxing of the different oxyds must also be carefully studied as it may influence the tint. This is a hasty and imperfect outline of the points at which chemistry and dentistry touch one another. Its filling up will be a subject for future consideration. As it is, it is offered to the dental student as a hint to guide him in the prosecution of the chemical studies. One of our dental schools has already recognized the necessity of this addition to its curriculum, and the beneficial effects of a well digested and carefully conducted course of instruction in this department cannot fail to be felt by the student. We doubt not that the change will meet the approbation of all who desire the improvement of the present system of Levison on Deposits of Salivary Calculus.
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